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Meeting Minutes 

September 28, 2017 

Somerville Library – Central Branch 

Conference Room 

79 Highland Ave. 

1:00 pm 

 
The meeting began at 1:05 pm. 

 

Attending: FHC members Dennis Fischman, Rona Fischman, Jose Filho, and city staff, Mona Al-

Abadi and Mike Feloney 

 

Members not attending: Helen Corrigan and Claudia DeAndrade 

1. Standing Agenda Items 

 Meeting minutes: Members reviewed draft minutes prepared by Mona Al-Abadi and 

reviewed by Mike Feloney. Rona Fischman made a motion to accept the minutes, which 

was seconded by Dennis Fischman and unanimously approved. 

 Facebook page update: Dennis reported the most viewed question of the week on FHC’s 

Facebook page was “Can I have a grandchild in senior housing staying with me?” June 

7
th
 “question of the week.” 

Mike noted a related question; regarding his understanding that elderly public housing 

also had to be open to disabled individuals. Joe Filho offered to follow up with staff 

members at Somerville Housing Authority to clarify that issue.
1
 Other posts that received 

a high number of views were on discrimination against LGBTQ residents, and rental 

opportunities for apartments at Montaje.  

 Review of calls/issues/complaints: Mona reported on a call she received from a woman 

whose landlord was increasing the rent. The caller indicated that the increase would not 

have been an issue if the house was in compliance with safety laws, but that it was not. 

                                                           
1
  Joe Filho followed up via email to share information from SHA on this issue. Joe responded that all senior 

housing development are open to disabled as well as elderly residents. He went on to note that, “All programs 
have the same basic eligibility criteria, except that in state-aided Housing, the applicant must be over the age 60 
(62 and over for Bryant Manor), or disabled or handicapped, and in Federal subsidized housing, preference is given 
to applicants who are 50 or over, disabled or handicapped.” 
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The landlord apparently replied by saying that he would not give her an option to renew 

and that she needed to leave by October. The tenant felt that the non-renewal was in 

retaliation of her request for an inspection. The tenant contacted a city inspector to 

request an inspection. Mona also referred the woman to Cambridge and Somerville Legal 

Services. 

Joe also shared his experience when helping a resident resolve a fair housing issue, in 

which he sought assistance from the Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston. Joe 

explained that it took several days to receive a response from the Center after referring 

the complaint. It was noted that having a similar resource that is more local to Somerville 

might help expedite responses. 

 

 

2. Update on specific activities 

 AFFH (Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing) -- Status update/action items: 

Mona thanked FHC for providing their feedback and insights on the AFH draft as well as 

their participation in the meeting held September 14, 2017 to review goals and priorities 

to include in the AFH draft. Mona also reported the public comment period closed on 

September 20, 2017 and that staff members involved with the AFH were working to 

complete the “Goals and Priorities” section of the AFH in addition to the Executive 

Summary. 

The final version of AFH was to be submitted by October 3, 2017. Mona also mentioned 

that a final version of the AFH would be posted on the City’s website and that details 

would be shared when the final AFH would be available to the public. Dennis suggested 

thinking about other avenues utilize to publicize the final version of AFH for the next 

FHC monthly meeting. 

Mike mentioned constructive and helpful feedback received from Barbara Chandler, the 

Senior Advisor on Civil Rights and Fair Housing at Metro Housing Boston (formerly 

Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership, MBHP) after reading Somerville’s draft AFH. 

In her written comments, Barbara mentioned the Fair Housing Assistance Program 

(FHAP) as a resource the FHC could access to strengthen efforts to educate residents and 

enforce fair housing law in Somerville. 

Joe initiated a discussion on the need for a language assistance plan (similar to 

Somerville Housing Authority’s Limited English Proficiency Plan (LEP)) for the City 

when phone calls are referred to the Housing Department’s helpline. Rona suggested 

establishing a “clearinghouse” to connect people to others who speak their particular 

language. 

 

 AFFH-related opportunities: 

o Fair Housing Assistance Program (FHAP): Mona shared a brief information sheet 

on the FHAP that summarized the program’s purpose as well as eligible grantees 

and activities and funding. A link with more detailed information was provided in 

the information sheet. Dennis volunteered to further review the FHAP’s guidelines 

to determine feasibility with FHC’s needs. 

o Naveo partnership: Dennis described the Naveo partnership as being in the “idea 

phase.” Dennis will contact Roy at Naveo to see if he would be interested in a 

partnership with the FHC to help educate residents on fair housing law in Naveo’s 

first-time homebuyer’s class. 
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Rona also suggested providing a comprehensive guide to fair housing law, 

discrimination and what owners need to be aware of that would be distributed 

during homebuyer classes, and eventually to all loan providers to share with 

prospective applicants. In the next meeting, attendees will discuss the creation of 

the fair housing guide and how the City can work with FHC staff towards 

implementation. 

 

 

3. Announcements 

Mike reported on the status of the Program Specialist vacancy. Under ‘best case’ 

circumstances, the job posting could be advertised in the next week with an estimate of a 

month from the point of acceptance of applications to completion of the interview process. 

Interim coverage will continue for October’s monthly meeting. 

Mona reminded FHC staff of affordable rental opportunities at Montaje Apartments and that 

the next information session is scheduled for October 19
th
 at 6pm at East Somerville 

Community School. The first units will be ready for occupancy in early 2018. Applications 

are available online at www.s-e-b.com/property/montaje/ and paper copies are available at 

City Hall Annex and all public library branches. 

Mike briefly mentioned an open house-type event that the City of Cambridge hosted along 

with a series of community partners related to fair and affordable housing. Housing staff used 

the event as the basis for one of the goals listed in the AFH -- the creation of a housing fair to 

educate and inform residents of fair and affordable housing in Somerville. This event could 

be organized in collaboration with local service providers and City departments including the 

FHC. 

Dennis noted his appreciation for the efforts City staff members have undertaken to 

collaborate with and support the FHC in its work to promote and enforce fair housing law in 

Somerville. 

Next meeting: Thursday, October 26, 2017 from 1-2 pm at the Central Branch Library, 1
st
 

floor Auditorium. 

 

A motion to adjourn was introduced by Dennis Fischman and seconded by Joe Filho, and approved 

unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 2:11PM. 

 

 

Documents distributed at meeting: 

 Fair Housing Assistance Program (FHAP) Information Sheet 

 
 


